THE HOMING INSTINCT OF CAMELS

The Badawin collected brushwood from the thickets and
piled it in a strong hedge twenty yards long. It was gadha^
a considerable bush which we here met for the first time.
Behind this shelter the camels were couched huddled to-
gether, only a few hardy brutes electing to stand and graze.
Later in the day when the sun made itself felt and the wind
dropped a little, they hobbled off to some near pastures,
but when the wind again rose they were promptly brought
back, their masters fearing to lose them, if left out, for the
wind immediately effaced all tracks.

The homing instinct of the camel - if the absence of an
established home does not make the term a paradox-is
amazing. Her fixed idea apparently is to regain the fat
pastures and main herds she has just left. During the
preoccupations of marching, she may forget, but when a
halt is called and she is turned out to graze unfettered, she
will wander back alone the way she has come. Her master
means nothing to her. She has no affection for him and
never learns to know more of him than the sound of his
voice. Yet she is utterly dependent upon him for her
watering, being powerless to fend for herself even at the
shallowest water-hole. She is excessively stupid except for
an uncanny sense of direction, but is none the less *Ata
TAllah' - the Gift of God - in his eyes.

'If you leave Agaba1 to herself/ said Shaikh Salih, 'she
will go off across the sands directly under that star back to

1 Every camel has an individual name by which she is known to her
master, but a disinterested party will know her by one of nine names,
according to her age: first to seventh month, Huwar (suckling); seventh
month to second year, Inferid (i.e. is fending for itself); second year, Bint al
Bun or Weled al Bun; third year, Madhriba (may be covered by bull);
fourth year, Yadha (able to calve); fifth year, Thiniya; sixth year, Raba;
seventh year, Sidis; eighth year, Shag al Naga or Nufi.
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